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Appendix A 

Timeline

1904: Hans Albert Einstein born in Bern, Switzerland,  
the first son of Albert Einstein and Mileva Maric 
Einstein. Family moves to Zurich (1909), Prague 
(1911), and back to Zurich (1912).

1910: Hans Albert’s brother Eduard is born.
1914: Family moves to Berlin; within a few months, 

Mileva and the two boys return to Zurich, initiating 
a permanent family separation.

1919: Mileva and Albert divorce. Albert marries Elsa 
Löwenthal.

1926: Hans Albert graduates from the Swiss Federal Insti-
tute of Technology (Eidgenössische Technische 
Hochschule, ETH), Zurich, with a diploma degree 
in civil engineering.

1927: Hans Albert accepts a job as a structural engineer 
in Dortmund, Germany, and marries Frieda Knecht.

1930: Hans Albert and Frieda’s first child Bernhard is 
born.

1931: Hans Albert and family move back to Zurich, 
where Hans Albert becomes a research assistant and 
graduate student at ETH’s new Laboratory for 
Hydraulic Research and begins studying sediment 
transport and water flow in rivers under Professor 
Eugen Meyer-Peter.

1933: Hans Albert and Frieda’s second son, Klaus, is 
born; Albert and Elsa resettle in the United States.
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1936: Hans Albert attains the degree Doctor of Technical Science for his 
dissertation on bed-particle transport as bed load.

1938: Hans Albert and family move to Greenville, South Carolina, where 
Hans Albert works for the U.S. Soil Conservation Service’s Greenville 
Sediment Load Lab on the Enoree River.

1939: Klaus dies of diphtheria; Hans Albert and Frieda’s third son, David, 
dies as an infant.

1941: Hans Albert and Frieda adopt daughter Evelyn as an infant.
1943: Hans Albert and family move to Pasadena, California, where Hans 

Albert works for the U.S. Soil Conservation Service at CalTech’s 
Cooperative Hydraulics Laboratory, and also for CalTech’s Hydrody-
namics Laboratory

1947: Hans Albert and family move to Berkeley, California, where Hans 
Albert becomes a professor at the University of California, Division 
of Mechanical Engineering.

1948: Mileva dies in Zurich.
1955: Albert dies in Princeton, New Jersey.
1958: Frieda dies in Berkeley, California.
1959: Hans Albert marries Elizabeth Roboz.
1965: Hans Albert’s brother Eduard dies in Zurich.
1971: Hans Albert retires from the University of California–Berkeley faculty.
1973: Hans Albert dies at age 70 from a heart attack while residing as a 

scientist in residence at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute, in 
Woods Hole, Massachusetts.
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